
Texas�Lone Star Land is designed as a primary resource tool for the seventh-grade course in Texas
history and geography, which is a required part of the American studies program in the secondary
schools of Texas. The historical content stresses how peoples of various backgrounds and traditions
came together in a new country to build a republic and later a state. Information about modern-day
Texas history highlights the contemporary era of the state, as well. The geographical content places
major emphasis on the environment and the ways it has affected life in Texas within the framework
of history.

The text is part of a complete learning system by W.S. Benson and Co. designed to facilitate
seventh-graders� increased appreciation of both the diversity and the unifying themes of the history
of the Lone Star State and to encourage their recognition of the importance of the interrelationships
between Texans and their environment.

Texas�Lone Star Land is most effectively used in conjunction with the supplemental materials
offered by W.S. Benson and Company, especially those designed to provide structured skills develop-
ment for educationally disadvantaged students or to appeal to cultural and ethnic minorities. However,
the text is the core of this system, and the imaginative teacher will be able to discover numerous ways
to use it effectively either in addition to or independently of the other elements of this educational
system.

No efforts have been spared in designing a book that offers easier readability and visual
appeal without sacrificing either factual accuracy or scholarly attitude. Each chapter includes mar-
ginal notations, pictures, illustrations, and maps and/or charts selected both for visual appeal for
students and for optimum relationships to the learning process.


